National Roundtable Held in Bengaluru to Strengthen Breast and Cervical Cancer Care in India

Bengaluru, 29 September 2026: Recognising the critical role of healthcare professionals, particularly nurses and frontline healthcare professionals, in prevention, early detection, screening, counselling and referral, the Government of Karnataka, in collaboration with ECHO India, hosted a National Roundtable on Breast and Cervical Cancer at Arogya Soudha, Bengaluru. The roundtable, themed “Catalysing Action for Women’s Cancer Care in India,” brought together policymakers, healthcare leaders, cancer specialists, nursing professionals and public health experts to deliberate on strengthening women’s cancer care and translating priorities into action across health systems.

The roundtable brought together perspectives from government health systems, medical and nursing institutions, cancer centres and public health organisations, with discussions focusing on implementation challenges, cross-state experiences, collaboration and scalable approaches to breast and cervical cancer prevention and care.

The session was inaugurated by session by Dr. Rajani M., Director, State Institute of Health & Family Welfare (SIHFW) and Directorate of Health and Family Welfare Services, Government of Karnataka; Sri Akram Pasha, IAS, Mission Director, National Health Mission, Karnataka; Dr. Jerard M. Selvam, Additional Director – Projects, Directorate of Public Health & Preventive Medicine, Government of Tamil Nadu, among other senior officials and experts.

The roundtable also highlighted the importance of strengthening the capacity of nurses and frontline healthcare professionals, who are often among the first points of contact within the health system and play an important role in screening, early identification, patient counselling and referral.

Dr. Rajani M., Chief Guest, emphasised the need for stronger, coordinated efforts across prevention, early detection, referral and care, and highlighted the importance of collaboration among government, healthcare institutions and partners to improve access to cancer services for women.

Dr. T. Dileep Kumar, President, Indian Nursing Council, highlighted the pivotal role of nurses in women’s cancer care and the need to continuously strengthen nursing competencies so that nurses can contribute effectively across the cancer-care continuum.

As part of ongoing efforts to strengthen nursing capacity in women’s cancer care, ECHO India, with the support of Optum Global Solutions India Pvt. Ltd., has been strengthening breast and cervical cancer care through capacity-building programmes across Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai. In the current year, the initiative has expanded to Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Pune District, while also extending its capacity-building efforts to frontline health workers, including ASHAs and ANMs. In Karnataka, the programme is being implemented in collaboration with the National Health Mission, Directorate of Medical Education and State Institute of Health & Family Welfare, Karnataka.

Launched in June 2026, the programme in Karnataka aims to reach approximately 400 nurses through eight batches, with participants from primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare facilities, including government medical colleges and associated healthcare institutions. The programme uses a virtual Hub-and-Spoke tele-mentoring approach to connect healthcare professionals with subject experts through structured learning, case-based discussions, peer learning and mentoring.

The programme covers breast and cervical cancer prevention, HPV vaccination awareness and advocacy, screening and early detection, diagnostic and treatment modalities, patient counselling, referral pathways and care navigation, supportive oncology and community engagement.

The national roundtable provided a platform to build on these experiences and examine how healthcare-provider capacity and collaborative approaches can be strengthened to support women's cancer prevention and care at scale. Discussions explored “Turning Opportunity into Impact” by translating priorities into implementation, as well as “From Training to Transformation”, focusing on the role of training, mentoring and continuous learning in strengthening women's cancer prevention and care.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Sandeep Bhalla, Vice President - Projects (Health & Education) said, “Improving outcomes in women’s cancer care requires more than access to treatment; it requires a health system equipped to recognise disease early and support women throughout their care journey. Nurses and frontline healthcare professionals are central to this continuum, particularly in prevention, screening, counselling and navigation. Through our capacity-building initiatives, we are working to strengthen this critical layer of the health system. This roundtable brought together diverse experiences to identify opportunities for collaboration and approaches that can be adapted and scaled across health systems.” 

The roundtable concluded with a synthesis of key priorities and commitments emerging from the discussions, with a focus on identifying actionable areas for collaboration and continued strengthening of women's cancer care.

About ECHO India:
Established in 2008, ECHO India is a not-for-profit trust that is transforming how knowledge is shared and sustained across some of the most underserved communities in the country. Founded on the belief that knowledge should move and not people, ECHO India creates trusted human networks that connect grassroots providers with expert guidance, peer support and ongoing mentorship. These networks empower local professionals such as doctors, nurses, ASHAs, ANMs, teachers, agriculture extension workers, community workers to deliver timely and effective solutions within their own communities.
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