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DEPARTMENT OF GLOBAL INVESTMENTS AND NRI AFFAIRS

List of Delegates- Czech Republic

	Slno
	Name
	Designation

	1
	Mr. Karel Havlicek
	Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Industry and Trade of Czech Republic

	2
	Ms. Marie Chatardova
	Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

	
3
	
Mr Marek Libricky
	Senior Director of the Security and
Non-European Countries Section & Minister of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic designated ambassador of Czech Republic to India

	4
	Ms Katerina Gajzurova
	Director of the Minister's Office, Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic

	
5
	
Mr Richard Hlavaty
	Director of the Department of Non-European Countries, Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic

	
6
	
Mr Miroslav Okrouhly
	Advisor to the Director of the Department for Non-European Countries, Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic

	7
	Ms Katerina Peterson
	Charge D affaires, Embassy of the Czech Republic in New Delhi

	8
	Ms Katerina Vovkova
	Consul General, Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Mumbai

	9
	Mr Jan Rafaj
	President of the Confederation of Industry and Transport of the Czech Republic

	10
	Mr Gunnet Chaudhary
	Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic in Chandigarh



 
TALKING POINTS
Mr Karel Havlicek, Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic and Ms. Marie Chatardova, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs
|14 October 2026 | 11:00 AM | CM’s Chamber, Vidhana Soudha
Welcome
· Minister Havlicek, it is a pleasure to welcome you, Ms. Marie Chatardova, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Gunnet Chaudhary, Honorary Counsel General and other  members of the Czech delegation to Bengaluru. I hope your visit will open up new opportunities for cooperation between the Czech Republic and Karnataka.
Czech Republic and Karnataka: Relations so far
· Bengaluru is one of India’s leading centres for technology, research and entrepreneurship. Its engineering talent, industrial base and start-up ecosystem make Karnataka a strong partner for Czech companies looking to expand in India.
· The Czech Republic has recognised strengths in precision engineering, machine tools, automotive components, industrial machinery, transport technologies and applied research. These capabilities complement Karnataka’s manufacturing, aerospace, electronics and technology sectors.
· Czech Business Incubator, CzechTrade’s Bengaluru office and the Czech Industrial Cluster provide a useful base for building business relationships, identifying local partners and helping Czech companies understand opportunities in Karnataka.
· The relationship can extend beyond trade. Partnerships between Czech technical universities, research institutions and Karnataka’s universities and industry can support applied research, skills development and the commercial use of new technologies.
· India and the Czech Republic agreed to a Strategic Partnership on Innovation in January 2024. This provides a framework for closer cooperation in research, emerging technologies, industrial innovation and start-up links.


[bookmark: _mfdpwyw0qdad]Future Potential Areas
· Czech companies like Skoda, Bata etc have a strong presence in India across automotive, manufacturing engineering and infrastructure. We should identify investments and business operations specifically linked to Karnataka.
· Companies such as Škoda Auto and Doosan Škoda Power offer potential for cooperation in manufacturing, engineering, sourcing and research. We should explore opportunities for Karnataka-based firms.
· The Tata AutoComp–Škoda Group partnership in railway components shows the potential for combining Czech engineering expertise with Indian manufacturing. We should explore similar partnerships with Karnataka companies.
· The Czech business delegation’s visit to India from 11 to 16 October 2026, including Bengaluru, is an opportunity to identify concrete investment proposals and agree on follow-up action. We should understand which companies are considering Karnataka for expansion.
[bookmark: _ilwq0zl94uog]Areas for Further Cooperation
· We are home to some of the largest solar power plants, oldest hydel power plants and are a State with huge energy requirements. Therefore there is huge potential for investments in energy sector in the State. EPH (Energetický a průmyslový holding), your largest energy company has no footprint in India. We would like to invite them to explore Karnataka as an investment destination.
· Automotive and Future Mobility: Explore cooperation in automotive components, electric and next-generation vehicles, testing and specialised manufacturing.
· Aerospace and Defence: I am informed that you are proceeding for MoU with Gopalan Aerospace. We wish that this partnership further opens up more avenues for co-operation between Karnataka and Czech Republic.
· Investment Across Karnataka: Encourage Czech companies to look beyond Bengaluru and invest across Karnataka’s districts. We are one of the most advanced States in terms of agriculture, forestry, horticulture and floriculture. We would like to request through you, that the AGROFERT group could consider looking at Karnataka as a potential investment destination.
Closing message
· Karnataka is ready to work with Czech companies that are looking for a reliable long-term partner in India. Through Invest Karnataka, Karnataka Udyog Mitra, KIADB and the State’s Single Window system, we can help interested companies assess locations, understand applicable approvals and connect with the relevant departments.
· Our priority is to attract investment that brings technology, strengthens local industry, creates quality employment and supports exports. I hope this visit leads to a focused set of proposals that our teams can take forward after the delegation leaves Bengaluru.
· I would welcome regular engagement between the Czech business community, CzechTrade and the Government of Karnataka, with clear points of contact and follow-up on the opportunities identified during this visit.
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